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For Immediate Release
CoRAL Network Founder Awarded the Morris Rosenberg Merit Award for Recent Achievement by the District of Columbia Sociological Society

Distinguished Professor Recognized for Utilizing Research to Catalyze Social Change in the DC Metropolitan Area 
April 24, 2006 – The Community Research and Learning (CoRAL) Network is proud to announce that one of its founders, Dr. Sam Marullo, has been awarded the 2006 Morris Rosenberg Merit Award for Recent Achievement by the District of Columbia Sociological Society.  The Morris Rosenberg Merit Award is given for outstanding achievement within the past three years in areas such as: scholarship, sociological teaching excellence, and leadership in the use of sociological knowledge in non-traditional settings.  “Sam Marullo demonstrates, in his published work and through social action, that it is possible to be an objective scientist and a social advocate,” said Dr. Raymond Kirshak, President of the District of Columbia Sociological Society.  “He’s been a pioneer for his colleagues in the field, not only providing a model for undertaking collaborative research study, but also creating pathways to encourage continued research partnerships between the community and the academy.”
Dr. Marullo’s recent work, for which the award was given, is a product of his many professional roles.  As Director of Research at the Center for Social Justice at Georgetown University and Chair of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology there, Dr. Marullo has incorporated the concept of community-based learning and research (CBLR) into the culture of the school.  His courses, for instance, present students with opportunities in real-world research design, data collection and analysis, while at the same time providing deliverables to community groups seeking research and evaluation services.  He and his students recently completed a survey of the Carver Terrace community, where they have been asked to track, document, and support the transition process of the residents as they shift from rental occupancy to cooperative ownership of their housing.  Additionally, Dr. Marullo and students have partnered with Faithworks to ascertain the potential of affordable housing development on public and faith-based organization-owned land in Anacostia, through a multi-method data collection and analysis process.  The information is being used by community-based organizations to mobilize resources for building or maintaining affordable housing. 
Outside of teaching, Dr. Marullo serves as the Chair of the Board of Directors for the CoRAL Network, a position he has held since co-founding the organization in 2003.  The mission of the organization is to promote positive social change by fostering CBLR partnerships in the Washington region.  Under his leadership, the Network has grown to include eight higher education institutions and nearly 100 non-profits, providing programming and information resources on CBLR to university faculty, students, and community members.  Moreover, the CoRAL Network has found success in efforts to increase the level of CBLR institutionalization in Washington-area universities, as all member universities have strengthened their commitments to community-based learning and research practice during the three-year existence of the collective.  The push for institutionalization has also served as momentum for the growing engagement of DC-area universities in the local community to address social issues.
Dr. Marullo will be presented with the 2006 Morris Rosenberg Merit Award at the DC Sociological Society Spring Awards Banquet on May 3, 2006. For more information, and to attend, email rkirshak@hotmail.com.
About CoRAL Network

The Community Research and Learning (CoRAL) Network is a consortium of community-based organizations and higher education institutions in the Washington DC metropolitan area engaged in community-based learning and research (CBLR) to promote positive social change and advance social justice in the national capital region.  CoRAL provides technical assistance to faculty, students, and community organizations embarking on CBLR initiatives by conducting trainings, serving as an information clearinghouse, and fostering institutional structures that support CBLR.  For more information, please visit:

www.coralnetwork.org
####

